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harsh  abruptness  with  which  Gould  plays  this  piece  displaced  with 
its  coldness,  its  lack  of  ease,  the  wilful  expressiveness  with  which  Lib- 
erace  wearies  the  heart. 

Liberace  was  still  asleep.  His  head  lay  on  the  pillow,  face  as  I had 
seen  it,  skull  encasing  a sleeping  brain;  how  cruel  that  we  must  wake 
each  time  to  answer  to  the  same  name,  revive  the  same  memories, 
take  up  the  same  habits  and  stupidities  that  we  shouldered  the  day 
before  and  lay  down  to  sleep.  I did  not  want  to  watch  him  wake  to 
go  on  as  he  had  begun. 

I did  not  want  to  be  there  when  he  woke  up  but  it  would  be  rude 
to  leave  without  a word.  On  the  other  hand  almost  any  note  would 
be  impossible  to  write.  I could  not  say  thank  you  for  a lovely  evening 
because  you  can’t.  I could  not  say  hope  to  see  you  again  because 
what  if  he  took  this  as  encouragement  to  see  me  again?  I could  not 
say  I had  a horrible  time  and  I hope  I never  see  you  again  because 
you  just  can’t.  If  I tried  to  write  a short  note  that  said  something 
without  saying  any  of  these  things  I would  still  be  there  five  or  six 
hours  later  when  he  woke  up. 

Then  I had  an  idea. 

The  thing  to  do,  I thought,  was  to  imply  that  we  had  had  an  inter- 
esting conversation  which  just  happened  to  be  interrupted  by  the  fact 
that  I had  to  leave  (for  some  sort  of  appointment,  for  example).  In- 
stead of  marking  the  close  of  the  occasion  the  note  should  present  it- 
self as  a further  element  of  a conversation  which  was  still  in  progress 
& only  suspended.  The  note  should  appear  to  assume  that  Liberace 
was  interested  in  things  like  the  Rosetta  Stone  Sc  should  purport  to 
answer  a perceived  scepticism  as  to  the  possibility  of  putting  together 
such  a thing  in  such  a way  as  to  be  generally  comprehensible,  thus 
presenting  itself  as  part  of  an  ongoing  discussion  to  be  resumed  at 
some  unspecified  later  date.  All  I would  have  to  do  was  write  down  a 
short  passage  of  Greek,  as  if  for  this  interested  sceptic,  with  translation 
transliteration  vocabulary  and  grammatical  comments — taking  pains, 
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of  course,  to  write  the  latter  as  if  for  the  type  of  person  who  can’t  get 
enough  of  things  like  the  middle  voice,  dual  number,  aorist  and 
tmesis.  I am  usually  not  very  good  at  dealing  with  social  dilemmas, 
but  this  seemed  a stroke  of  genius.  It  would  take  about  an  hour  (com- 
paring favourably  with  the  five-hour  unwritable  note),  and  the  final 
tissue  of  false  implication  would  practically  guarantee  (while  avoiding 
gratuitous  cruelty  and  yet  not  departing  for  one  instant  from  the 
truth)  that  Liberace  would  never  want  to  see  me  again. 

I got  up  and  got  dressed  and  I went  into  the  next  room  and  got  a 
piece  of  paper  from  his  desk.  Then  I took  my  Edding  0.1  pen  from 
my  bag,  because  I was  going  to  try  to  fit  it  all  on  one  page,  and  I sat 
down  and  got  to  work.  It  was  about  3:00  a.m. 

You  seemed  to  doubt  that  a Rosetta  Stone  would  be  possible  (I 
began  casually) . What  do  you  think  of  this? 


Iliad  17,  Zeus  pities  the  horses  of  Achilles  mourning  the  death  of  Patroclus 


Muponevco  8’  apa  tco  ye  i8cbv  eAeficte  Kpovicov, 

muromeno  d’  ara  to  ge  iddn  eleese  Kronion 

KivT^aas  8e  Kapr)  TipoTi  ov  iau0f)aaTo  0u[j6v 

kinesas  de  kare  proti  hon  muthesato  thumon 

d SeiAco,  ti  acpcbT  86|asv  TTrjXfjT  dvaKTi 

a deilo,  ti  sphoi  domett  Pelei  anakti 

0vrjTcp,  uiaeTs  8’  ecnrov  ayf|pco  t a0avaTco  te; 

thnetoi,  humeis  d’  eston  agero  t’  athanato  te 

fj  i'va  8ucrrr|voiai  \jl et  avSpaaiv  aXye’  extitov; 

e hiria  dustendisi  met’  andrasin  alge’  ekheton 

ou  uev  yap  ti  ttou  eaxiv  oX^upcoTepov  av8pos 

ou  men  gar  ti  pou  estin  oizuroteron  andros 

uavTcov  oaaa  te  yaTav  etti  ttveiei  te  Kai  epirei. 

panton  hossa  te  gaian  epi  pneiei  te  kai  herpei 

aAA’  ou  Liav  v[xw  ye  Kai  apMaai  8ai8aAeoiaiv 

all’  ou  man  humin  ge  kai  harmasi  daidaleoisin 

"Ektcop  TTpiauiSris  GTroxnaeTar  ou  yap  edoco. 

Hektor  Priamides  epokhesetai  ou  gar  easo. 


Seeing  them  grieving  the  son  of  Kronos  took  pity 
And  moving  his  head  spoke  his  mind 
‘Ah  wretched  things,  why  did  we  give  you  to  King  Peleus, 
A mortal,  when  you  are  ageless  and  deathless? 

Was  it  that  you  might  have  sorrows  with  wretched  men? 
For  there  is  nothing  more  wretched  than  man 
Of  all  things  that  breathe  and  creep  upon  the  earth. 

But  not  by  you  and  the  glittering  chariot  will 
Hector  son  of  Priam  be  carried;  for  I will  not  allow  it.’ 
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So  far  so  good.  It  was  only  3:15,  and  here  already  was  more  help  for 
the  decipherer  than  the  Rosetta  Stone  ever  gave  Champollion.  In 
fact  I could  not  help  thinking  how  much  easier  life  would  be  if  I 
proceeded  without  further  ado  to  a noncommittal  Ciao,  rather  than 
struggling  hungover  and  sleepless  with  grammatical  detail.  And  yet 
the  text  as  it  stood  looked  so  thin.  Apart  from  the  transliteration,  it 
offered  nothing  not  readily  available  in  the  pages  of  the  Loeb  Classi- 
cal Library.  It  was  completely  unconvincing  as  a message  in  a bottle 
and  besides,  it  would  be  only  too  obvious  that  it  could  not  have 
taken  more  than  15  minutes  to  write.  So  it  would  still  be  necessary 
to  leave  a note  unless,  of  course,  I left  a more  plausible  sample  of  the 
gift  to  posterity,  and  I wrote 


Mupopevco  grieving  [masculine/feminine  accusative  dual  middle  participle] 
8’  apa  and  then,  and  so  [connective  particles]  TCO  them  [M/F  accusative 
dual  pronoun]  yE  emphatic  particle  iScbv  seeing  [M.  nominative  singular 
aorist  participle]  EXEr|aE  took  pity  [3rd  person  singular  aorist  indicative] 
KpOVICOV  the  son  of  Kronos  (Zeus) 


and  I still  did  not  have  something  on  the  page  that  could  be  con- 
cluded with  an  airy  Ciao. 

It  was  also  useless  as  a message  in  a botde  because  full  of  unex- 
plained grammatical  terms  which  should  really  be  explained  or 
taken  out.  But  I could  not  take  them  out  without  writing  it  all  out 
again,  and  I could  not  explain  them  without  going  on  for  pages.  But 
what  if  I had  got  carried  away  going  through  the  passage  word  by 
word  and  not  noticed  this  problem  till  later? 
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I 1$  ‘AbasAub  ‘a^BSSBd  aq3  uA\op  a3iJA\  03  AddBq  am  apBiu  pBq  3j 
•(uBmdBq^  aq3  Suqreaj  uo  appBj  aq3  uo  SuizbS  z^vlo'j  aqq  3pj  aq 
3Bq3  ujBaj  03  am  asxjdjns  30U  pjnoAV  31  sqjBiuaj  jaq3o  siq  Aq  SuioS) 
A^ouq  30U  op  j saqrqay  jo  sasjojq  aq3  p^qq  aaBjaqxq  J^q3aq^ 

•ssaujnjasodjrtd  jo  3uamap  ub  aanpoJ3ui 
03  Aj3  si  op  ubd  noA  guup  Apo  aq3  3Bq3  op  3,ubd  noA  ji  ^ ‘aaua3 
-spca  ub  §uxpBa{  do3S  03  qunp  3q§nu  noA  uBq3  japjBq  si  31  'aDua3si 
-xa  ub  ssapuiB  os  SuipBa^  do3S  pjnoqs  j 3q§noq3  1 puB  amoq  308  j 
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•qDimi  Aj9a  noA  qireqj/pres  i }i  op  o}  prai  9q  o}  9ABq 
ppnoAv  i joj  ‘reqi  pire}SJ9pun  pjnoD  9uo  ou  Avs  3011  pip  i :Abs  o}  }ou 
reqAv  AV9irq  \ Apurej  Aui  qiiAv  9q  o}  S9re3S  9q;  03  ?pvc\  o§  o}  p9}ireAv 
j jt  pire}si9pun  pjnoAV  9qs  pres  9q$  A^s  o}  reqAV  Avoirq  }ou  pip  j xi  xg 
o}  J9q  qse  }ou  pip  j ji  q^uoui  e QSI J Jqj  q ^q  9111  }9[  pjnoAV  J9UAVO 
9q;  req*  pres  9qs  ‘.yi  }U9i  iou  pip  9qs  jt  si9wnbs  Aq  p9idtiD90  9q  ppoA\ 
U prejjB  sbav  oqAV  pire  yi  xg  o}  pjogB  }ou  pjnoo  i9UAvo  9SoqA\.  9snoq  b 


lEjnui^g  iseq 


